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USING THE RESOURCES 
If you would like to address a similar topic with your students, you can download, view and use all the 
available resources in .pdf or .doc form and you can edit them in .doc form.  

You could choose to use a resource to introduce a topic such as asking for help or playing with your 
pupils, before working on their understanding of that topic and what they might choose to do in their 
own context. If you do choose to use and/or edit any pre-existing resources, it’s a good idea to read 
the accompanying case study as well as the additional support for that section. This may include 
some helpful information and strategies. It is also important to read the Creating or Editing Your 
Resources section. This includes some essential information on points you need to consider if you are 
planning to edit or amend the resource to suit the needs of your pupils. 

� Using the Introductory Resources 
 
Each resource starts with a short story (some are Social Stories™) or another text and photo based 
resource to introduce and clarify the situation to the pupils. Looking at this part of the resource with 
your pupils, and not just LOOK THINK DO, is very important. This is because a child might be 
responding in an unexpected way in a certain situation because they don’t really understand it.  
 
You might choose to read this text with your pupils alongside other strategies and resources to 
introduce this topic to them. All of these introductory resources include a set of questions that you can 
use to prompt your pupils as you read the text. You can of course edit the text ,questions and images 
and add your own. As you progress through the resource, you can see if your pupils agree with the 
information and the strategies that it involves. 

After a first reading, you might even decide how you would change the story with your pupils. You can 
take photographs and make text and image changes with an individual child or with a group. You can 
turn this into their own resource to help them understand this topic area in their own context. 
Sometimes having a template to work with and change can be a lot easier than starting from scratch. 
Changing the resources to reflect their own situation and environment is important as generalising 
learning can be difficult for pupils with social and communication needs. 

� Using LOOK THINK DO 
 

We have chosen to break LOOK THINK DO down into 1 or optionally 2 stages: how people would not 
expect you to behave (optional) and what they would expect you to do. We have used ‘Expected’ and 
‘Unexpected’ because we want to emphasise that there is not a ‘right’ and ‘wrong’. The resource is 
about getting pupils to develop an understanding about what is happening in a situation,  what they 
might choose to do and what might be expected of them. It isn’t about telling them what to do. The 
resource aims to be positive and constructive, rather than negative and critical 
 
This being the case, the Unexpected part of the resource is entirely OPTIONAL. Some children do 
benefit from focussing on what people might not expect, as it gives them extra information, and allows 
them to explore what might not be expected more fully. Some might react against this part of the 
resource and be defensive or silly. For this reason, please only create and use UNEXPECTED if you 
feel the children you are working with will benefit from it. Only use EXPECTED if not. 



Look	  Think	  Do	  –	  Social	  Communication	  Resources	  
www.ltd.lgfl.net	  ©	  London	  Grid	  for	  Learning	  

 

The ‘Unexpected’ scenario typically appears first . You can remove this from your resource set if you 
do not want to use it. This will show: 

� a picture of the child seeing the situation e.g. someone coming into the room. 
� a picture showing difficulties in this area e.g. pupil ignoring someone who is greeting them 
� Questions following set pattern below 

1. A factual question 
2. A question involving inference skills such as ‘how does x feel?’   
3. Prediction question such as ‘what should happen next’? 

Example: 

� Where is the boy? 
� How do the children feel? 
� What might happen next? 

 
You can use the text, images, callouts and questions as they are or you can tailor them to differentiate 
the resource appropriately for your pupil/s. 
 
The Expected part of LOOK THINK DO will divide a possible expected behaviour into 4 stages: 
 

� LOOK - Looking at what is happening (this replicates the first scene in the unexpected part of 
this chapter as it is just the response that is different) 

� THINK- Thinking about the situation and choosing what to do 
� DO - Doing or saying something which might be expected of you. This could be 1 box or more 

if it’s something that has more stages e.g. putting coat, bag and drinking bottle in the right 
places in your classroom in the morning. 

� DONE – Having completed the speech and/or action in an expected way, the pupil is shown 
to have achieved their goal.  

 
Please note that when reading both the Expected and Unexpected areas with pupils, encouraging 
them to consider perceptions, thoughts and feelings through speech bubbles, callouts, photos and 
questions is an important part of using the resource. This is because pupils need to have an 
understanding of what other people could potentially be thinking or feeling in order to be able to 
understand what is happening and what they could do. 

We have also created a partially and almost completely blank LOOK THINK DO for each resource 
area. These both contain the photo and text in the LOOK box, but show all other sections as 
completely blank or with just photos and no speech bubbles. This is so you can work with your pupils 
to think of other ways that a child could choose to THINK or DO in a situation. Thinking of a different 
DO shows that there isn’t one right way, but different choices. Considering how DONE or the impact 
of what they did can also vary shows the outcome can be different too and cannot always be 
controlled, especially if other people are involved. These resources have been created to support the 
teaching of flexibility and the understanding that things change when the context does. You can use 
different speech bubbles, drawings or stick figures to do this or role play with or without photos.  
 
You might even choose to use a completely blank LOOK THINK DO template with your pupils to work 
on a similar situation e.g. asking to play in the playground rather than in your classroom. This might 
help pupils generalise their knowledge into different contexts. Again you can role play these with or 
without photos or use drawings or stick figures.  It is a good idea to create your own similar LOOK 
THINK DO so pupils can model and record how they might choose to react in similar situations they 
themselves are in. These resources can then be referred to just before pupils are in similar situations 
in ‘real life’. See EDITING, USING AND REVIEWING THE RESOURCE under Creating or Editing 
Your Resources for more details on this aspect. 
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� Using the Early Years Resources 

You can download and edit any parts of the resources that you choose, including the Early Years 
resources. Reading the accompanying case study before you amend and use the resource will be 
very helpful. All of these resources have also been made available in Microsoft Word so they should 
be easy to save and edit if you have a basic knowledge of Word. 

� Downloading and editing the resources in Word 

You need to have a basic knowledge of Word to be able to download and edit the resources. Click 
here for a short guide on downloading and editing a resource. This includes saving it to your 
computer, adding images, changing the text, and adding text boxes and speech bubbles. 

 


